THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS

Introductory Considerations

I.  Author
A.
Requirements
1. A thorough knowledge of the LXX (Septuagint)

2. A thorough knowledge of Old Testament thought

3. Excellent literary style

4. Influenced by Paul

5. Received the Gospel in a secondary manner

Heb. 2: ﻿﻿how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, ﻿﻿which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was ﻿﻿confirmed to us by those who heard Him,

Look at what Paul wrote in Galatians 1:11:
“But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. ﻿For ﻿﻿I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came ﻿﻿through the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
B. Candidates
1. Apollos

Meets requirements 1?, 2?, 3, 5, but not 4
2. Paul 

Meets requirements 1, 2, 4, but not 3 or 5

3. Barnabas

Meets requirements 1?, 2?, 3?, 4, 5, but we    

don’t have anything with which to compare

4. Luke

Meets requirements 1?, 2?, 3, 4, 5

5. Luke, repeating what he had heard Paul preach, so you get Luke and Paul together, which qualifies on all five points.
II. DATE
A.  The Latest it could have been Written 

1.   Not after turn of century - Clement of Rome quoted Heb in AD.96

2.   Not later than second generation 

Heb. 2: ﻿﻿how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, ﻿﻿which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was ﻿﻿confirmed to us by those who heard Him,
3.   Not after the destruction of Jerusalem - The temple was still standing.
Hebrews 8:4

“For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who are offering the gifts according to the law;”
B.  The Earliest it could have been Written

1. Not before A.D. 33 Crucifixion 

2. Not before second generation 

Hebrews 2:3﻿

“How shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, ﻿﻿which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was ﻿﻿confirmed to us by those who heard Him,”
3. Not before the liberation of Timothy 13:23

﻿
Know that our brother Timothy has been set free, with whom I shall see you if he comes shortly. This fits with,

II Timothy 4:13 
“Bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas --when you come— and the books, especially the parchments.”
It seems that: Timothy went to Rome, was arrested and put in prison. Paul was beheaded. Tim was released.
4. Not long before the destruction of Jerusalem 


After the writing of II Timothy in AD 65

The old covenant is old and vanishing away.
8:13
“In that He says, “A new covenant,” He has made the first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away. 

Conclusion: Hebrews was written before A.D.70, but after A.D.65. Most likely written, AD. 67
III. Place of Writing and Destination:

From Rome to Jewish congregation(s) in Judea

﻿

“Greet all those who ﻿﻿rule over you, and all the saints. Those from Italy greet you.” (13:24)
A. The People are Jewish:

1. He quotes the O.T. anonymously 

Heb 2.6

“But one testified in a certain place, saying:  ﻿﻿“What is man that You are mindful of him,  Or the son of man that You take care of him?”
2. God is regarded as the author of the written words of the prophets.

﻿
“But when He again brings ﻿﻿the firstborn into the world, He says: “Let all the angels of God worship Him.” Psalm 97.7 (LXX ).
3.  The writer sees no difference between the written and spoken Word.

4.  The book gains much from anonymity. God is speaking. 

 B. It is apparently not a mixed congregation.

1. No mention of Gentile practices.

2. No mention of Jew/Gentile relationship.

C. The kind of feeling which the epistle is designed to meet (the appeal of Judaism) must have been very strong in Jerusalem and Judea.

D. The worship of the temple is vivid throughout the epistle.

Therefore, the destination is probably Jerusalem and Judea.
IV. The Circumstances of this Group
The things they left:

A. When They Left Judaism, they left their Whole Life
Religious life, Economic life, Social life.
B. They Lost All of the Physical Reminders of Worship
The temple, The sacrifices, The feasts
Heb. 13:13
”Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, bearing ﻿﻿His reproach. ﻿For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to come. ﻿Therefore by Him let us continually offer ﻿﻿the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, ﻿﻿the fruit of our lips, ﻿﻿giving thanks to His name. ﻿﻿﻿But do not forget to do good and to share, for ﻿﻿with such sacrifices God is well pleased.”
V. Theme: “Christ is Better than Anything in Judaism”

See the outline.

VI. Class procedure:

From the chart:
A.
Memorize the three major headings.

B.
Memorize the sub-headings under the first major heading.

